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Hunger strike escalates at Guantanamo Bay

By April at least half of the men held at the
Guantanamo detention camp out of the
current 166 detainees have joined hunger
strike, which started early as in February .

Nevertheless, lawyers for the prisoners
claimed that the military  seriously
underestimated the situation and the

number of strikers has increased up to 100-
130. Furthermore, according to a report of
Washington Post, in numerous cases strikers
are carried away unlawfully to Camp 5,
where 60 det ai wite stisctt r e at magen
held. Washington is deeply concerned
about finding an agreeable solution as
pressure exerted on the Prime Minister and
the Congress has increased in the last few
weeks

The Guantanamo Bay detention camp has
been surrounded by scandals ever since it
was established in January 2002 by the
Bush administration . It was a reactionary

step to the dreadful attacks of 9/11 under
the noton of Owaraganst tert
Originally, 0 e n e ntyo mb a t a frams the
Afghan  War were imprisoned in the
institution . However, later on those were
also jailed there who were considered

0dange rtoo Anterican s e c u r withoutd
a fair trial or a proper verdict. Does it
provide a sufficient explanation to the
recent boom in the number of strikers?

Hunger strike is not an  unknown
phenomenon in Guantanamo, since the
earliest recorded strike began in 2002 right

o r bélongings

Guantanamo captives in January 2002

the
crisis is unique

the most widespread protest in
the camp .

The
in a sense that it

after institution was established .
recent

became

Official reports indicate unfair trials and
unlawful detentions as the main triggering
factors of the growing dissatisfaction
among detainees . Although, it is also
believed that the strike broke out after
guards confiscated photos and other
after a cell search. However,
the immediate catalyst for the protest must
have been something more vigorous since
a spectacular duplication in the number of
strikers could be observed in late March
and April. It is also believed that besides
personal belongings copies of the Qur 0
were also seized from the possession of
inmates . Yet, Guantanamo officials fiercely
reject such claims.

Due to the ambiguous
protest movement

causes of the
even more attention is

an
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paid to the detenton camp on an rights chief on USissuescalled the President
international scale. On 5 April UN human to shut down the camp since incarceration

without proper trial or charge isagainst the
international standards of law .

Also, the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) is constantly monitoring
the state of health of inmates. The
organisation is committed to exclude the
possibility of forced feeding as a treatment
0 said ICRC spokesman Alexis Heeb. The
ICRC wants to respect the fate and
decision of prisoners. In spite of their
concern, 11 prisoners have been force fed
so far in Guantanamo, which raises serious
GuantanamoBay human right issuesagain .

Obama should keep his promise

The strikes galvanized critiques of Obama, who are devoted to remind the president of his
former promises concerning the closure of the camp .

Obama once already has considered the shutdown of the institution, which was even a
part of his 2008 presidential campaign . Accordingly, he ordered the final closure of the
camp within a year in 2009. Despite his attempts the Congress has passed such laws which
restricted largely the prospects of the President.

Though, Obama at the end of the month confirmed again hisreal intentions . 0 listcritical
for us to understand : Guantanamo is not necessary to keep America safe. It is expensive,
inefficient, it hurts us in terms international standing and it lessens co -operation with our
allies on counter -terrorism e f f od ctaisnéd the President in a video of BBC news.

The Congress has to be fully convinced that the home country of detainees is stabilised or
another foreign county can provide them a safe restart. Unless it happens, Obamad s
attempts will be blocked again . The President may need to find an alternative solution if he
does not want to let the situation culminate into a greater scandal as the number of
hunger strikersisgrowing day by day . Though, itishighly doubtful if there was an alternative

for Obama without the consent of the Congress.
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Serbia-Kosovotalks end without deal

After a 12-hour negotiation  marathon improvement but a million dollar accession
between Serbian Prime Minister Ivica Dal i | funds. Hence the Serbian accession is
and Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim T h a - i closely tied to the demand for recognition

mediated by EU foreign policy chief so that the threat of Serbia continuing

Catherine Ashton no agreement had been blocking Ko s o v acive integration into
reached . The 0 v e magrow, but d e e pgép international  organizations should belong

between the two prime ministers results to the past now .

from a long process of finding back to a Hoping that this exchange directs to
peaceful contact, but according to Ashton normalization of relations, the question
the cleavage can be bridged . stays if Serbia and its former region are

playing a waiting game by asking for
oOaddi t itime aand additional con -
sultation 6 or if there is a real interest in

Ethnic composition
of Kosovo (2005)

HashimThaciand TonyBlair with Declaration of Independence dfosovo

However there exist competing interests
concerning 0 br oadt o n o toykKésovar
Serbs in the northern Kosovo region in
exchange for the recognition of Ethnic
Albanians in Kosovo, both countries are

. o @ Albanians
pressed for time aspiring after the EU @ Serbs
membership during the term of Irish lead . @ Turks
The EUintegration isthe great promise and :ng;':’iks
the pressure agent of the EU for admission Roma Al 2 o
of future acts. As the great promise does others [l e * 5%

not only contain the offer of economic
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achieving a stabilization and association arguments for the actual accession of
agreement in the soon future. Actually Serbia alleging that EU just wants to take

most Serbs are in favour of a cooperation,

only the ones living close to the border
representing one third of the Serb minority
living in Kosovo refuse the recognition of
the government in Pristina.

In response to the announcement of the
European plans, many Serbs started
demonstrations showing scepticism , mistrust
faling back into old behaviour patterns .
Kosovo is recognized as the birth place of
the Serbian Nation in the Middle Ages, for
this reason it is a highly symbolic place for
Serbs and often still recognized as
traditional Serb territory. The opponents of
a EU membership tend to pervert the

advantage of
territory 6.

Or es o urnoreeyg , and

Other harassments to the development of
bilateral agreements might be the
influence of Russia on Serbia and the
autonomy granted to the Serb minority
leading to further separatism than rather to
a deeper understanding . Even the blocking
of NATO peacekeeping -missions during the
last few years leaves doubts whether the
population will be ready for a peaceful
neighbourhood with  Kosovo if the
authorities will start to cooperate with each
other .
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Kerry expressespeace

processconcerns on Turkey visit

Turkish  Prime  Minister Recep  Tayyip
Er d o kpamned visitto the Israeli blocked
Gaza Strip will proceed as scheduled,
however according to media sources the
actual date is yet undermined . US
Secretary of State John Kerry advised
Er d o kta rdelay the visit to the Middle
Eastern region as it may hamper peace
negotiations currently underway between
Israel and Palestine. 0 Aswe know, no
peace process is easy. It always takes
courage and determination, the willingness
to speak out to overcome years of mistrust
and of bloodshed, and this moment is no
di f f e rkernytstatéd
request was heavily criticized by Turkish
Deputy Prime Minister who openly referred
to the US Secr et astaterdents as

oOobjectiowangl end i ncorrecto
spokesman B¢ | eAmté n -

Turkishgovernment

reiterated the position saying that "It is the
government  which decides when and
where the prime minister or any other

Turkish official can travel. We are in no
position to seek permission or acceptance
from anyone ."

The TurkishPrime Minister who for years was
expressing a desire to visit the Gaza district
confrmed that the intended trip to the
Palestine enclave was not cancelled,

in Istanbul. Ker r yods

merely postponed unti May 16, 2013
following a scheduled official visit to
Washington . His decision came soon after
Israel apologized to Turkey for killing eight
Turkish citizens during a raid on an aid
flotilla . Removing the Israeli blockade of the
Gaza Strip is one of the chief conditions
that Turkey demands in order to normalize
the relations with Israel.

2 | Y Q% dikke jdeoey

The US are adamantly
trip as they believe that it could result in the
further deterioration of ties between Turkey
and Israel and at the same time also serve
as a stepping point for international

recognition of the Gaza-ruling Hamas,

against Er’dok and.
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allowing them the wupper-hand in the Israel and Turkey
peace  process to the detriment of open flotilla compensation talks

President Mahmoud Ab b a $d&tah party.
Meanwhile, Professor Dr. Mehmet Akif Okur,
a Middle East expert from the Ankara
Strategy Institute is claiming that the US s
trying to restore the Turkey-Israel alliance
whereby they will mutually collaborate vis-
" -vis on the crisisin the Middle East, further
asserting that 0 On ef the major reasons
that the USisnot happy for the visitto take
place is a concern that it would counter
the positive steps taken in mending Turkish
Israelit i esaid.00n the other hand, some
see Er d o k avisitbas a chance for Turkey
to sway the Hamas to contribute to the
peace process.

Israel and the USare pleading with Hamas
to cease the violence and to acknowledge

Israel otherwise they will not accept them
as negotiators in the peace talks. In the

In a bid to restore ties between Turkey and
Israel, senior officials from the former allies
met on April 22, 2013 in Ankara to discuss
compensatory payments for the victims of an
Israeli raid on a flotilla to the Gaza -strip,
Tur k ehied <ondition for the restitution of
relations between the nations. The meeting
focused on two primary issues, namely the
amount to be paid to the Turkishfamilies who
were Kkilled in the Gaza -bound Mavi Marmara
ship as well as I st an bkeunindtien of all
legal actions against Israeli officers and
soldiers following the incident . Talks between
the two came precisely one month after the
Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu
gave formal apologies for the tragedy of the
raid on May 2010 which claimed the lives of
eight Turks and a  TurkishAmerican .
Subsequent to the meeting, the two Prime

meantime, Fatah has also stressed their - _ _
disapproval for Er d o k arip &aying that it L\)/lll’llStGI’S igreed to' reesta:jbllsh relatloEs
will damage the volatile political stability e“"’eeth the “l’;’o “‘3“0“5 f” thto_ return the
between  the Hamas and the Fatah. respective ambassadors to their previous
posts. Turkey has however warned that

Secretary Kerry has also reportedly o .

. normalization of relations between the two
requested small concessions from both

Israel and Palestine as a means of opening

would only be possible upon compensation
and Israel's termination of the restrictions

up avenues to. further .negotlatlons . Kerry against the Palestinians. The Israeli officials,
|n|tlglly met  with Pres@ent .Abbas who including the former Director General of the
declined to have new discussions over the

past four years. A senior State Department
official, on the premise of anonymity said
that Abbas and Kerry discussed 0 h o @o

Foreign Ministry Joseph Ciechanover , and
National Security Adviser Yaakov Amidror
were scheduled to meet with Turkey's Deputy
Prime Minister B¢l eAt énand Tur k

ey o

create a positive climate fornegoti at
and that Kerry asked for the 0 s p e c itof i
be kept in the room in order to keep
moving forward .0

Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry Feridun
Si ni rihAnkdd wn mid-April to conclude
the negotiations .
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Kerry calls for delay of Turkish Gaza visit

The US Secretary of the State, John Kerry has of their fatal mistake, though official peace

expressed his deep concerns about the visit negotiatons  to restore fully democratic

of Turkish PM in the Gaza strip. The timing of relations started only in late April.

the visit raises controversial issues both in In the meantime, Er d o kammounced that
America and Israel, since it is planned to be he was planning to visit Palestine including

carried out before formal negotiations the Gaza strip in May for the purpose of
between Turkey and Israel about the 6 Ga z a monitoring Israeli actions in the region . Such a
flotilla-s ¢ a n dveolld end . visit before the end of the peace

However, Ke r ruwgihg call for a delay did negotiations  between  Turkey and Israel
not promote reconciliation between the two evoked deep fear among US officials and
countries as he was highly criticised by Turkish politicians . John Kerry urged the
officials because of his claims. 0 T h Rurkish postponement of the Gaza visit not only
government decides when and where the owing to its presumed negative effects on
PM or any other Turkish official travels to. An the reconciliation process between Turkey
experienced foreign minister would not have and Israel, but also because of the possibility
done t ht saidl B¢ | eArté iwho serves as for Hamas to gain international recognition . In
the government spokesman . case the latter prediction came true,
Nevertheless, the fears of Kerry are not balance could be greatly harmed between

unjustified as Israeli-Turkish relations have Fatah and Hamas, the two rival groups in
never been so hectic and tumultuous . Palestine .

Uniquely, Turkey was the first Muslim country, Of course, the US Secretary of the State is
which recognized formally the existence of probably more  concerned about the
the Israeli state early in 1949. They signed possibility of losing a strategic Muslim ally of
several agreements of military and defence Israel in the Middle -East. Furthermore, analysts
industry  cooperation in 1996 and 1997. believe that the visit bears an additional

Furthermore, the two countries had also close symbolic meaning  according to which
economic ties too . 0 r e c pomtalization of ties with Israel will not
The bonds began to loosen after nine Turkish ~ end with the restoration of a Turkey-Israeli
people had been killed in May 2010 by Israeli  alliance in the r e gi @ mwiote G° z d Nur
soldiers. They were travelling on a ship called Donat inT o d a ¥ainan .

Mavi Marmara, which was part of a flotilla However, it is highly questionable if the US
trying to transport supplies and aid to Gaza. Secretary of the State could enhance

Despite the Israeli naval blockade the ship positive outcomes with his urging claim, since
entered the waters, which was a triggering recent Turkish  reactions are mostly
factor of the incident . belligerent . The US had better attempt to
The Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu encourage the delay through negotiations in

has previously apologised Er d o kbegause a lessurging manner .
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Syria: two years of Civil War

One month ago, there was the two year
anniversary of the outbreak of violence in
Syria and it became the deadliest month
with 6,000 casualties . Since the outbreak, it
transformed into a civil war causing up to
100,000 undifferentiated deaths according
to the United Nations, 4 million internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and 1.5 million
refugees fleeing to neighbouring countries .
The riots are rooted in the movement
known as the Arab Spring which spread
from Tunisia across the Arab world and
transformed from  demonstrations for

freedom into  protests  against the
establishment .
The Syrian aspiration toward abroad

creates a spillover effect of which Syrian
president Assad, whose father already had
ruled the country for over 30 years, warns
that the conflict will even spread further if
the government cannot be held up. Direct
neighbours of Syria are Turkey, Irag, Jordan,
Israel and Lebanon which are affected in
multiple ways by the turmoil. His call for
support is targeted to the leaders of the
region which rule their countries in a similar
way and show a great interest to keep the
political power structure as it is. The request
is attended by the wish of keeping foreign
influences, in particular the influence of the
USA, as low as possible. The only solution

according to Assad would be a dialogue
with  only Syrians excluding a foreign
intervention . However foreign  powers,

namely Russia and the US has different

visions on that .

Ru s s pasifios and support for the Assad
regime is quite clear. Russia was and is
advocating for a sovereign Syrian solution.
Moscow states that there has been no use
of chemical weapons in Syria. The S300
deal (about an air defence missile system)
is contrasted by the fear of an al-Qaida
take over. As s a ddénsssion would first
lead to a vacuum of power and then to a
hostile take -over by al-Qaida connected

rebels.

Basharal-Assad Photo:FabidRodrigue$0zzebom ABr
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According to the USAthere isstill discussion
about an intervention led by Washington
but recent measures just focused on the
support for Syrian refugees in Jordan as a
civil engagement . But the USstays cautious
because of the possible Syrian property of
chemical weapons . Mistakes of the past in
Irag s h o ul Hen @pgeated and however
they would have been supported by
France, UK and Israel verifying the Syrian
use of chemical weapons .

Free Syrian Army soldier with machine gunAieppo.
Photo: ScotBobb[VOA]

Several scenarios have been discussed, for
example one possibility would be 0t o
establish a humanitarian corridor that is 80
kilometres wide and 50 kilometres deep (31
by 50 miles), a contingent of 40,000 to
50,000 soldiers would be necessanryo
cooperation/addition with a no fly-zone
over Syria. A consensus dominates/prevails
about/over the nature of measurements :
large scale should it be and over a long
period to be sustainable . Problematically
would only be the number of troops to
secure Syrian chemical weapons depot
which  would require 75,000 soldiers. A
possible buffer zone could be erected
along the Syrian-Jordanian border . At the
same time, western leaders discussed
about providing weapons to the rebel
Syrian free army. But it cannot be
guaranteed that these weapons will not fall
into the wrong hands which in converse
argument would encourage the Assad-
regime in its presumptions .
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Six-power talks on nuclear
arms show no results in Iran

Negotiations at Almaty resulted again in a
failure between Iran and six great powers
(the USA, the UK, China, Germany, France
and Russia) Thistime participants could not

even reach an agreement on a possible
future  sixpower  meeting like before
throughout the talks in February .
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The US Secretary of the State John Kerry

expressed his bitter
unsatisfactory

outcomes .

criticism about the
o0 T a l fér s (the

Nevertheless, Western diplomats are still
optimistic about the prospects of future
talks between the two opposing sides. It is
true that Iran at least showed some
willingness to stop enriching uranium up to
20% purity in case the six great powers
alleviate some of the sanctions demolishing
Iranian economy .

Furthermore, a few months ago Teheran
started to convert one part of its high-
enriched uranium stock into a substance
which is unusable for weapon production

In spite of the fact that Iran did not affirm
that the country was reducing its high-
enriched uranium capacity, the chief of
the International Atomic Energy Agency
declared that there are 0 n oparticular
indications to believe otherwise 0.

An underlying reason for the decrease
could be that Iran is running out of row
uranium . The country fiercely refuted that

she was suffering from row material
shortage . Tough, US think-tanks are
convinced that Iran needs to rely on
imported resources if she wants to carry on

with piling up high -enriched uranium .
The fact that Iran recently started to

sake of future) talks are not accept ab | eefotiate with Niger- one of the wor | dd s
he said to the Reuters. Indeed there is no great uranium producing countries 0 about
time to further inefficiency as Israeli officials strengthening economic ties could serve as

also voiced
ability

to have

their fears concerning
in a few months

potentials for creating nuclear bomb .

I r an da& supporting evidence for the claims of US

the

think -tanks. Niger is desperate to diversify
her uranium mining partners as people
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cannot tolerate anymore being exploited
by a French mining near-monopoly : the
Areva . Recently deepening cooperation
between the two countries has a shady
side, since Niger practically gives the green
light to high-enriched wuranium production,
if she becomes a row uranium supplier of
Iran.

Thus,it can be seen that the opposing sides
(ran and the six great powers with Israel)
are still far from each other - confirmed
Mark Fitzpatrick from the International
Institute for Strategic Studies. So, the April
meeting at Almaty was sentenced to
death even before it started .

Nonetheless, reconciliation could be

mutually  beneficial for both of the
belligerent sides. Iran could restore its
cracking economy, the US and Europe

would be liberated from permanent Iranian
threat and Arab -Israeli peace might be
also enhanced

However, prospects of future dialogues are
not positive at all, since both sides are
certain about what they want to avoid,
while they are totally uncertain about the
means of agreeing on a possible resolution .

Iran seems to be persistent just as the US,
Israel or other European countries . Iran will
not be reintegrated to the world economy

and the world politics unless the six great
powers offer a  consistent, unified

reconciliatory plan on the basis of
compromises .
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Tiles of SheikH_otf Allah Mosquein Isfahan, Iran. Photo: ¢ Mmdla:ommon};




