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BosniaandHer zegovi naos
Cultural institutions In crisis

The national cultural institutions of Bosnia
and Herzegovina are in crisis Important
cultural institutions such as the National
Museum, the Art Gallery and the National
Film Archive were closed this year. Other

cultural institutions also could be out of
function in the early future, such as the
Historical Museum, the Museum of

Literature and Theatre Arts, the National
and University Library and the National
Library of the Blind and Partially Sighted
People . These institutions are all in critical
situation, they cannot pay the bills and their
emp | oy satay due to the withdrawal of
all financial support. These institutes are all
in the capital of the country .

The most
endangered

important among the
institutions is the National
Museum which is the oldest cultural and
historical institute in the country . It was
founded 124 years ago, at the time when
the first museums were built in Bosnia and
Herzegovina . Thistime the country was part
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. By building
museums the Empire wanted to give a
sense to the local population of belonging
to the Monarchy . Later the museum
survived two world wars and the Yugoslav
wars. The most famous treasure of the
museum is Sarajevo Haggadah | t @&s

Photo:cultureshutdown.net

hundreds -year old handwritten Jewish book
collection, which is not only important for
the Jewish community in Bosnia, but for the

whole country, because it became the
symbol of interfaith  cooperation and
respect in the multiethnic country . The
museum was closed on 4 October 2012.

For the calling of Anti Dayton Group on 2
October 2012 a bunch of people started to
protest in front of the National Museum in
Sarajevo . According to the organisers their
example was the former action at the
National Museum of Belgrade, which had
similar problems in 2011 and citizens also
stood up for the museum . The group in
Sarajevo, however, could not hinder the
closing of the museum . The director of
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Contemporary Art Collection declared he
would resign as a consequence of the
situation . The electricity of the National and
University Library had already been cut off.
Protesting against the austerity measures,
cultural activists  from Bosnia and
Herzegovina besides many other countries
founded a website, cultureshutdown .net
where  contributors  publish  information
about the current situation and try to find
solution for the problems .

The division of nationalities of the population of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
2000
Other
1%

Datasfrom CIA World Factbook

Chart Adam Sashalmi

The dispute about these national cultural
institutions has begun in 1995 since the
Dayton Accords delegated the financing
of these institutions to the state of Bosnia
and Herzegovina . But according to this
agreement  cultural questions must be
discussed on canton or entity level. In the
federal parliament Serb and Bosniak parties
are nearly equal and the multi-ethnic
parties have large number of re-
presentatives . The  multi-ethnic Social
Democratic Party of Bosnia received the
majority of the votes during the last
election . So if the cultural problems were
discussed on federal level, the party could
probably foster compromise . However the

multi-ethnic parties are weak in the entity
parliaments while  the local ethnic -
nationalist parties have a strong support,
especially in the Republika  Srpska.
Governments of the entities do not accept
any responsibility for the institutions and the
parties cannot agree on the funding of
cultural institutions.

The Bosnian war was the bloodiest among
the Yugoslav wars, when three ethnic
groups fought against each other: Serbs
against Croats, Serbs against Bosniaks and
Croats against Bosniaks with  ethnic
cleansings. The war was ended by the
Dayton Accords in 1995. Two entities were
made within the country : the Federation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is divided

The two autonomous entities and Bréko District
in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Br&ko District

Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Map: Adam Sashalmi
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Bosniak and Croat cantons, and the
Republika Srpska. Br I kiso governed by
international forces. There are also
observers for the United Nations in the
whole country . The two regions have local
parliaments, own governments and even
armies. The real power of governance ison
the regional level, not on the federal level.

Bosnia and He r z e g 0o vmiaim @robsem is
that the country is seriously divided . This
part of Europe was always a meeting point
of different cultures. There are three
dominant religions: Islam, Orthodox and
Roman Catholic . There are other minor
religions such as Judaism. The different

ethnics are closely related with the
religions. The Bosniaks are predominantly

Muslims, the Serbs are mainly Orthodox and
the majority of Croats is Roman Catholic .
Although the ethnic differences are not
principal among the three ethnic groups,
their different religion is the key factor of
distinction . The largest ethnic group is the
Bosniak, however they comprise less than
50% of the whole population . Concerning

the religions Muslim people are only 40% of
the population

According to the people who are
concerned about the future of the cultural

institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Dayton Accords shall be modified and
cultural questions should be discussed on
federal level. Alternatively these cultural
institutions ~ should be financed by
governments of entities. However, there are
concerns that in this case the entities would
prefer to promote their own culture . If both
entities had their own cultural institutes it
would give an impetus to a process which
could lead to the symbolic termination of
the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina . It is
known that there is an influence from the
symbolic and financial  supporters  of
B 0 s n ietAnicsgroups . Serbia, Croatia and
the Muslim countries often send money to
Bosnia and Herzegovina for cultural and
religious purposes nowadays . These
countries could back the endangered

institutions but the non-benefited groups
would be probably discontented with this
kind foreign support .

Leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina have to
act very carefully regarding cultural
guestions . The political atmosphere again
can become very tense nowadays . No
ethnic group should be favoured at the
expense of the others. Bosnia and
Herzegovina must save its most important
cultural institutions to avoid an identity crisis.
The future of the country can be unstable if
symbolic  cooperation is questioned or
criticised .

The division among the seats of parlamentary parties by the ethnics in the common and in the two regional parliaments in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2010

and Herzegovina

House of Representatives of the House of Representatives of the
Parlamentray Assmebly of Bosnia National Assemby of Republika Srpska | Parliament of Federation of Bosnia

and Herzegovina

Multi-ethnic parties 26% 12% 35%
Bosniak nationalist 31% 3% 46%
Serb Nationalist 31% 35% 1%

Croat Nationalist

12% 0% 18%

Table Adam Sashalmi
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Divided Mali could face military intervention

A civil war erupted in the beginning of 2012 vement of Azawad , a political group with

in Mali, a country which is home to radical Tuareg students and graduates also
numerous ethnic groups. The Tuareg joined the evolving militas. They started
rebellion in the northern part of the country fights in alliance with Islamic groups, such
converted into a war of independence as Ansar Dine ( 6 def eaofdhe f @1 tarndd )
against the Malian government . The aim of the Movement for Oneness and Jihad in
the fighting groups isto secede the Sahara West Africa. These movements had been
desert region of Azawad from Mali. Their allegedly supported by al-Qaeda . Earlier
militant ~ organization, called National this year the Tuareg rebel forces captured
Movement for the Liberation of Azawad some of the key cities of Northern Mali.

(NMLA) declared independence  for the

region in April 2012. Tuareg separatist groups have been

After the end of Libyan civil war Tuareg struggling for independence in Northern
mercenaries  from Muammar Gaddaf i @8l since the early 1990s. At the beginning
army returned to their country of origin. these fights had been caused by the
They managed to bring large number of political and economical problems . Later
weapons from Ga d d a fforners arsenal to certain ethnic groups, such as the Songhai
the northern part of Mali. Soon after the started to criticise the government it was
end of Arab Spring many of them joined unable to protect inhabitants from Tuareg
Tuareg rebel groups. The National Mo-  and Arab rebels. As the threatened groups

organised militant units, those fights later
turned into an ethnic war.

The Malian army attacked back and
started operations in the Northern part of
the country . In March 2012 Malian soldiers
who were displeased with the
management of the operations have
seized the power from the government . The
leader of the coup dd ®t aAtmadou
Sanogo was an officer of the army. After
Photo:AlfredWeidingefFlick] the coup he proclaimed himself the leader
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of the National Committee for Recovering
Democracy and Restoring the State
(CNRDRE) and declared the suspension of
the constitution .  Consequently, the
international community condemned the
coup . Additionally, the United States and
the World Bank suspended the aids to Mali.
The West African Economic and Monetary
Union managed to make an agreement
with the junta. Sanogo and President
Armadou  Toumani T o u r &@cepted to
resign and give the power to the Speaker

of National Assembly, Dioncounda Tr aor ®[~ :

The government authority became divided
between civilian governance  with the
president and the prime minister on the one
side, and a military junta on the other .

During the conflict of T o u m® Sanogo ,
the Tuareg forces captured Kidal, the
capital of the region. On 6 April the
National Movement for the Liberation of
Azawad (NMLA) declared the
independence of Azawad . The Malian
army was forced to retreat from the region .

The de facto independent state of Azawad
however faced with deep social and
ethnic problems . Islamic groups supported
to introduce Sharia law in Azawad which
generated a conflict between Tuaregs and
Islamic organizations . Soon after the Malian
withdrawal the anti-secessionist National
Liberation Front of Azawad (NLFA) was
formed to defend the territory from alleged
Tuareg domination . The members of this
milita were mainly Arabs who described
themselves as the enemies of MNLA.

In October thousands of people marched
on the streets of Bamako, the capital of
Mali, asking intervention from West-African
countries against the Islamic groups . United
States and France started talks with Algeria
to take part in the joint intervention . Algeria
faced with a complex problem as around
50,000 Tuaregs live in the country, who
would discourage the intervention . At the
same time Algeria had to take into
account of the riskof a failed state next to
its borders .

Tuareg Rebels |
in Mali ;
= (As of Apr. 5, 2012)

ALGERIA

Area claimed

Held by MNLA or
L Islamists

Currently unknown
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The current political situation of Mali is
complex . The country is predominantly
Islam in religion . Approximately 90% of the

population is Muslim. During the Tuareg
rebellion radical Islamic groups fought
against the central government in alliance

with  MNLA. After the declaration of
independence, the former allies turned
against each other. The Islamic groups
allegedly have relations with al-Qaeda and
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probably foreign mujahideen came to Mali
in order to service these movements . In the
southern part of the country the majority of
the people want intervention from the
neighbour countries . Southern Mali is also
divided between the civilian government
and the junta made of military leaders of
Malian army .

The United States and the member states of
the European Union were planning a
military intervention in Mali. These states
fear that the area can become a future
base for terrorists. The United States and
France would send drones and Germany
offered to train Malian security forces.
These powers have to wait for the consent
of United Nations Security Council . The
United Nations asked African regional
organisations to make a plan for military
intervention in 45 days. Western powers

reminded that they are not intending to
send troops to Mali. Rather their
governments would support Malian army
with air strikes and logistics. In the
meanwhile West African leaders agreed to
send 3,000 troops to take control in
Northern Mali under the aegis of ECOWAS
(Economic  Community of West African
States).

Photo:AlfredWeidingefFlick}
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Historical peace agreement in the Philippines

After many years of fights it seems the

government and the Moro Islamic
Liberation  Front (MILF) managed to
conclude an agreement in the Philippines.
MILF had fought against the Philippine

government over four decades in the
island of Mindanao . During the fights more
than 150,000 people died and at least
500,000 people had to leave their homes, in
addition  the conflict generated vast
problems in the economy of the Philippines.
In October 2012 President Benigno Aquino
declared that his government managed to
agree with MILFE According to the deal an
autonomous region will be created at the
southern part of the island. The agreement
was signed on 15 October 2012.

The  Moro Islamic Liberation Front
welcomed the plan and urged the Islamic
people of the country to support the
gover nme mdead. s MILF First Vice
Chairman Ghazali Jaafar said their
government in the autonomous region
would protect the rights of non-Muslim
people as well. If the terms of the
agreement are accepted, warlords and
criminals could be confined in the island.
The name of the autonomous region would
be Bangsamoro . The province would have
a local government and own police force

acongcqFlicki

which may overcome crime successfully.

The talks  between the Philippine
government and MILFwere backed by an
international monitoring team which

included Norway, Brunei, Japan and Libya.

MILF is the most influential Islamic rebel
group in the Philippines. In 1977 some of the
hard -line  members left Moro National
Liberation Front, the first Islamic political
organisation of the country . After a couple
of years of exile the group formally
established MILFin 1984. It was initiated as
a radical movement, however nowadays
its leaders are not just ready to talk with the
government but often make joint actions
with Philippine military as well. As a result of
MI L Fdhanging political attitude, rival
Islamic groups emerged in the country
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recently . One of these organisations is the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Movement
which does not accept the recent
agreement . So does the Awliyah which is
allegedly linked with Al-Qaeda . Besides
political organisations , there are a number
of terrorist and criminal groups on
Mindanao as well.
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The Philippine government had similar plans
earlier to make peace in the southern
region. The government made an
agreement with MNLF in 1996, but many
rebels groups did not accept this deal and
continued fights. An autonomous region
was also created under the name
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao .
This initiative, however, was not successful
due to that warlords and criminals
obtained power causing serious problems
for both local people and the government .
The current plan for an autonomous region
was primarily established by the
government, although MILF is also
concerned and willing to take part in the

process of delegating political authorities .
Nonetheless, in order to create the new
entity, a new law have to be passed by the
Congress of the Philippines.

The Philippines was a colony of the Spanish
Kingdom between the 16th century and
the late 19th century . Due to the Spanish
domination and missionaries the religion of
most of the population is Roman Catholic .

Islam is predominant in the count
southern island of Mindanao and Sulu
archipelago . The Muslim society seeks for
more freedom and own governance . Their
conflicts with the Catholic government are
yet to be solved.

Perhaps the Philippine government have

learnt from the mistakes of its predecessor

and currently making efforts to bring
permanent peace in the Southern
Philippines. The government together with

MILF can defeat the warlords and provide
security in Bangsamoro . If they managed to
carry out this task, the masses of refugees
could return back to their homeland .

<Ry

Flag of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
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Nobel Peace Prize was
awarded to the European Union

After nominated for many times before, reconciliation, democracy and promoting
European Union was awarded to Nobel human rights. According to the committee
Peace Prize in October 2012. The Nobel the EU managed to make Europe the

Peace Prize is one of the five Nobel Prizes ocont iohpeaced
bequeathed by Alfred Nobel . The Peace

Prize is awarded in Oslo, Norway, while the

other prizes are awarded in Stockholm,

Sweden . It has been awarded annually

since 1901 and presented to either an

individual or an organization . According to

Alfred No b e lwid the prize is awarded to

0 t hperson who shall have done the most

or the best work for fraternity between the

nations, for the abolition or reduction of < —~
standing armies and for the holding and

promotion of peace congresses .0

The most criticised sentence was from the

The awarding of the prize to the European chairman of the committee, Thorbjorn
Union in 2012 was politically controversial Jagland . He described EUas a 0 pea< e
due to the supra-national organisation got maker in the Bal k arCstigs say for
the prize after a year of continuous protests example the EU member state Germany
in many European capitals and at the time caused many problems in the crisis by
of monetary crisis of Euro caused the worst recognising Croatia as a legal state too
recession for 80 years. The nomination of early. During the Yugoslav war European
the Norwegian Nobel Committee was Union was not unified in its views on foreign
principally criticised owing to these policy . Germany supported Slovenia and
circumstances . Ignoring the critics Nobel Croatia, while other EU member states
Committee awarded the Peace Prize to could not decide whether and how they
the European Union, which became had to intervene . Unlike most EU member
laureate due to the continuous and states Greece supported the Serbs during

successful contributions for peace, this period .
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On the other hand, European history was
the history of wars. European great powers
fought each other many times, but
nowadays European leaders believe that
these countries have been living together
in peace for decades due to the formation
of EU It seems strange that Norway - home

of Nobel Peace Prize - rejected the
membership of EU twice . President of
European Council Herman van Rompuy

and President of European Commission
Manuel Barroso welcomed the decision .

The EU usually chooses the peaceful
discussion instead of military intervention in
conflicts unlike the United States. European
Union also took part in many conflicts as
mediator . Critics say discussion isnot always
the best choice if the European Union
wants to be a determinative power of the
world. The functioning of EU military
strategy was last time questioned harshly
during the Arab Spring, nonetheless that
region is geopolitically important for the
European Union.

Photo:EUrepresentativesHerman VanRompuy JoseManuelBarrosoand Martin Schulz(L-R) holdthe NobelPeacePrizecertificate and medal
[Reuters: Suzanri@lunket
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He z b o | droaehwassshot down by Israel

A sensitive warning for Israel

On 11 November , 5 days after an
unidentified airplane was shot down over
south Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu blamed
the Lebanese Hezbollah as responsible for
the intervention . Soon after the lIsraeli Prime
Mi ni st statethent, Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah leader of Hezbollah took res-
ponsibility and shared some information via
a broadcasted speech . As he defined, the
drone o unmanned aerial vehicle 6 was
made in Iran and was assembled in
Lebanon by S h i anilitangs . Nasrallah said
the drone could fly over sensitive Israeli
areas, adding that Israel isbreaking the law
by entering 20,468 times in Lebanese
airspace since 2006. However the drone
was not mentioned carrying any kind of
weapon, it caused a challenge to the
Israeli Air Defense. The small plane was
named after Prophet Ayyoub (known in
English as Job) . The drone flew dozens of
kilometres inside Israeli airspace before it
was downed . The relative success of this
border crossing enlightened the lack of
capabilities of Israel to keep the airspace
under total control . The Iron Dome system is
established to protect the country from
short-range missiles launched by Hamas or
Hezbollah . Just after the incident Israeli
experts described this defense program is
designed to intercept missilesbut not small
velocity airplanes .

The biggest concerns about this flight
caused by the taken route of the drone . It
took off in Lebanon then flew over the sea
and turned south to travel international
airspace for a while. After this it entered
Israeli airspace from the west and travelled
55 kilometres (35 miles) deep into the
territory of Israel and reached the air zone
of the Dimona nuclear research site, which
has an airspace firmly closed to all aircraft
and the surrounding of it is heavily
guarded . This site is known as the secret
nuclear camp of Israel aiming to secure
nuclear weapons and mass destructive
capabilities for the ¢ o u n t milytadys

Following He z b o | kuadess sin flying an
Iranian -made drone over Israel, a senior
I[ranian military commander said the Tel
Aviv regime must expect hundreds of other

Lhoiic it AR

Iron Dome battery in AshkelorPhoto: IsraeDefensd-orcegFlicki
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drones with which it has no clue how to
deal . Few days after Hezbollah drone ,
OAyyoub 6 flew hundreds of kilometers into
Israeli airspace , Israel replaced the
commander of its Air F o r c Aib Befense
Layout Brigadier General Doron Gavish.

SayyedHassanNasrallah

The well-planned flight of the drone in

october was certainly a response on|l sr ael

declaration which envisage Israeli strike on
| r a nutlear facilites in the case of the
negotiation and sanctions can not

succeed Iran to give wup its nuclear
program .  While Hezbol | dran@ars
connection is not a  subject to

confidentiality, its behaviour regarding the
Syrian civil war isunder dispute . The certain
linkage of Hezbollah to the Syrian regime is
on the basis of religion. The Lebanese
group follows Shia Islam, and the Alewite
belief of Assad is a kind of offshoot of
S hi 0 Despite international accusations,
Nasrallah clearly denied any form of
He z b ol Issypboid sgiven to Assad, but
even added that there are some
sympathizers of them who are involved in

the  Syrian
individuals,
the group .

events, but they act as
and they are not backed by

According to Western analysts Iran wanted
to demonstrate its military power with this
action . The drone probably captured
images about secret Israeli military sites. It
flew more than 300 kilometres (186 miles),
and made pictures about joint military
exercises between Israel and the United
States. It probably also made images from
ballistic missiles, airfields and the nuclear
reactor in Dimona . However, in fact, it was
a military -political action to indicate Israel
and the United States they could attack
the Jewish State and American military
bases in the Middle Eastas well.

Iran also declared
Israel is vulnerable .
missile system - which was developed jointly
with USArmy and co -funded by Israel and
the United States 0 may not operate
properly . However Iron Drone was made
against missiles,not aircrafts .

the defence system of
The Iron Dome anti-
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The relations between Israel and Iran are Qatar emir and money to Gaza
tense and have an effect on other
countries in the Middle East as well. Iran is
developing its nuclear project, stating
Tehran only intends to use nuclear power
for civilian energy purposes. Though Israel
claims Iran wants to build up nuclear
weapons  with those Israel could be

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani emir of
Qatar is the first head of state who took a
brief 4-hour visit in the Gaza Strip on 23
October, and generously granted 400
milion US dollars on housing and
infrastructural projects . With this step he

attalc . PresumabrI]y i h POSSESSEs broke the political isolation of both Gaza
nuc gar yveapons, owever as never and Hamas, which started after Hamas
admitted it.

won the 2006 parliamentary election, since
then its collaboration with the West-
preferred Fatah has ended . Because
Hamas is considered as a terrorist group it
fell into deep isolation by other countries . In
the speech of the emir hold at Gaz ads
Islamic University he focused on the unity of
the Palestinians on the solid basis of their
common interests. Controversially enough,
Mahmoud Abbas, the internationally
recognised leader of the Palestinians was
not invited to participate the visit which
boosts the respect of Hamas, and shows a
new patron of the organization has
established strong political and economical
relations to an Arab state allied with the
West. The Israeli Foreign Ministry did not
welcome the visit and stated the emir is
going to finance terrorists and label the
: event harmful on Hamas-Fatah co-
AyyoubdronesupposediysA AT 1 A A spetetniitiry ted operation in the future .




